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TIMES The Opinion Page of the
Northwest Arkansas Times is
designed to be a community
forum for opinions and ideas. We
encourage our readers to voice
their opinions through letters to
the editor, with a few guidelines:

• Letters should be 500 words
or less. They will be edited for
potential libel, clarity and avail-
ability of space. 

• Letters from our local readers
on all issues will have priority. Let-
ters from writers outside our cir-
culation area that address local
issues will also be published.

• Letters must be signed with a
complete address and daytime
phone number. Authors are gen-
erally limited to one letter per cal-
endar month.

• Letters should be written “to
the editor.”Open letters addressed
to others are discouraged.

• Anonymous letters will not
be published.

•  Letters regarding an upcom-
ing election must be submitted
by the Wednesday preceding the
election, and will be published no
later than the Sunday before the
election.

• Letters may be sent to Letters
to the Editor, PO Box 1607, Fayet-
teville 72702 or to email@nwark
times.com.

• Letters and columnists do
not represent the views of the
newspaper. The newspaper’s
positions are presented in editori-
als so marked, and are deter-
mined by the Times editorial
board of Jeff Jeffus, Greg Harton,
Scott Shackelford and Christie
Swanson.

• Questions? Comments? Con-
tact Scott Shackelford at 571-
6402 or scotts@nwarktimes.com.
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Culture-ville
Talk of ‘art district’ could invigorate downtown

Letters to the editor

I n the early stages of the last decade, talk sur-
rounding creation of the Walton Arts Center
likely worried a handful of residents in terms

of how it might change Dickson Street. Some wor-
ried that its addition to the landscape might actu-
ally destroy the Dickson Street atmosphere
enjoyed by generations of college students.

Hindsight being 20/20, itÕs easy to see those
fears as baseless. The investment in the area is
arguably the most important event to befall the
Fayetteville community in the last 20 years. More
than any other act, it single-handedly began a
wave of investment that produced the rejuvenated
and booming downtown district Northwest
Arkansas knows today. As it turns out, an influx of
art and culture quickly evolved into downtownÕs
best chance of obtaining the economic good times
we know today. 

A generation later, a new conversation has
begun. This time, the object of proponentsÕ desires
is the establishment of a so-called cultural arts
district. Still more discussion than anything else,
the intent is to create a collection of experiences
that, taken together, establish the downtown area
as an experience and destination unto itself.

Lately, the newly revised Fayetteville Downtown
Partners have taken up the task of advocacy for
this redevelopment effort, which already entails a
number of goals. Like? The establishment of a
Fayetteville Arts Commission, run by members of
the community, that distributes grants, markets
cultural opportunities in the area, etc. Holding an
Òarts walkÓ Ñ a one-night event that highlights
downtown businesses that make use of art in their
spaces Ñ several times each year. The outlining of
a public arts policy. Expansion of the Fayetteville
Arts Festival.

In general, the dream is to create an atmosphere
hospitable to artists and the arts and to also make
this creative zone attractive to visitors. We find the
bold idea intriguing and worth pursuing as a
method to continue breathing new life into the
downtown area.

Of course, we hear the concerns: Can new life
be brought to the area without extinguishing the
old life, the experiences that the words ÒDickson
StreetÓ now conjure up in yesterdayÕs memories
and todayÕs activities? The only way a cultural dis-
trict can succeed is if the spirit of Dickson Street
remains as it is today.

Daniel Hintz, interim administrator of Fayet-
teville Downtown Partners, says his group has no
other notions. A viable arts community must
operate hand in hand with the business district
that already exists, he says. In his opinion, Fayet-
tevilleÕs downtown has an absolute need to main-
tain existing businesses and promotion of the arts. 

As long as the effort seeks to build upon the
Dickson Street experience rather than replace it,
the idea of a cultural district in downtown Fayet-
teville sounds like a great investment in some of
the strengths that already exist in our community.

Yeah — we know

D ays after the Arkansas House returned no
fewer than four bills to the Senate to con-
sider  amendments Ñ legislation aimed

at improving the condition of public school facili-
ties throughout Arkansas Ñ a report released in
conjunction with the Education Commission of
the States indicated that (brace yourself ) educa-
tion in the Natural State is lagging behind in com-
parison to most other states. 

What a shock!
Although the report is well-intentioned, itÕs tim-

ing is poor Ñ and nothing less than frustrating,
even off-putting given the current climate. Since
the state Supreme CourtÕs 2002 school-funding
ruling, THE policy focus in Arkansas has been
education. Legislators, administrators, teachers,
taxpayers Ñ everyone Ñ have been doing their
most to right the ship. Policy-makers are well
aware, however, that it takes years, even decades,
to fully right such a complicated system. WeÕre
only now at the beginning stages of a slow and
painful, yet necessary, process. 

The report isnÕt wrong Ñ within the stateÕs bor-
ders, public education lags to a great extent. But
weÕre working on it. And if we keep doing so to the
degree we have been these last few years, weÕll
have a great shot of beating this educational chal-
lenge in the years ahead.

L ike millions of Catholics around the
world, I spent this weekend mourning
the passing of Pope John Paul II. 

And although IÕm a bit hesitant to speak on
behalf of a billion people, I think it can be
safely said that the Catholic Church wonÕt be
the same without Karol Wojtyla at the helm. 

Leaders, after all, are always such a rare commodity. 
¥ ¥ ¥

The last time the public saw Pope John Paul II alive, he
couldnÕt speak. Not really. He tried several times, but failed to
participate in mass on Easter Sunday, eliciting little more
than a series of rasps. He managed to bless the tens of thou-
sands gathered in St. PeterÕs Square, but that was all. 

Less than one week later, the pontiff finally succumbed to
the ravages of disease, intense pain and old age.

The image he left us with, the one permanently tied to our
memories of him, is of his persistence despite pain. Of his
willingness to suffer. 

I genuinely admire him for it, too Ñ as much, perhaps, as
anything he ever did while pope. How easy it would have
been, after all, to ease his personal trials and let his soul, his
conscience be at rest. To him, though, it was crucial to
remind the world of the grace that comes from suffering
without complaint; of rejoicing in the gift of life even at those
moments (such as his) when the physical and mental pain
grows unbearable. 

Even then, Pope John Paul II tried to act as a shepherd by
setting an example for his flock. ThatÕs why, inevitably, he
will be remembered as one of the greats in the churchÕs long
history. 

¥ ¥ ¥
His greatest achievement?
More than anything else, Pope John Paul II will be best

remembered for helping to bolster the solidarity movement
in 1980s Poland. His words and actions helped inspire the
Polish people into non-violent protests against communist
RussiaÕs iron grip. The eventual result helped bring about the
fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

His greatest failing?
Sadly, the pope didnÕt move fast enough to denounce the

crimes against children committed by American priests in
recent decades. And when John Paul II did so, it wasnÕt with
the abomination those actions deserved. To be fair, the pope
was already in failing health by the time such accusations
came to light in recent years. It also canÕt be denied that the
VaticanÕs decision to move slowly against these priests
injured the churchÕs standing here in the states for years to

come.  
All the same, the popeÕs successes greatly

outweigh his faults. ItÕs important to
remember, after all, that even a pope canÕt
snap his fingers and make everything per-
fect. Given his great success at helping
defeat communism, foster understanding

between different peoples and religions, shine a light on the
pain and suffering of the worldÕs poorest nations and extend
a caring hand time and again to millions of disadvantaged
children, itÕs a shame John Paul II never received the Nobel
Peace Prize. Unlikely though it might be, perhaps the award
could be given to him posthumously. 

¥ ¥ ¥
A number of subjects the church often finds itself arguing

against (abortion, the death penalty, euthanasia, etc.) are so
central to the belief that life must never be denied Ñ under
any circumstances Ñ that the Catholic Church will most
likely never compromise on them. 

That said, allowing priests to marry, letting women into
the priesthood and birth control are issues the church would
be well advised to begin a serious dialogue over Ñ pausing
long enough to at least consider the best points being made
by proponents of those and other possible evolutions to
church doctrine. 

¥ ¥ ¥
To be sure, the worldÕs next pope has several challenges

ahead of him. From solving the declining numbers of men
joining the priesthood to beginning a serious dialogue
between Catholicism and Islam to using the church to pro-
mote political reform around the world Ñ to say nothing of
considering a host of internal reforms Ñ the next pope will
have his hands full.

Perhaps most difficult of all, it will be his role to follow in
the footsteps of one of the most popular and respected pon-
tiffs in the churchÕs 2,000 year history. Talk about a tough act
to follow. Pope John Paul II will inevitably be remembered as
one of the defining humans of the 20th century Ñ a canon-
ized figure in his own time. 

Despite his death, remembering his life is an affirmation
of the possible during our time on earth, and of the great
things human beings are capable of. It isnÕt likely the
Catholic Church will find another leader of his stature Ñ
respected by politicians, adored by citizens around the
world Ñ for a long time to come. 

Scott Shackelford is editorial page editor of the Northwest
Arkansas Times. His column appears on Tuesdays.

To the ages
John Paul II built bridges, rewrote history

More God and government

A response to Mark FanaticoÕs letter
ÒThe truth about AmericaÓ [March 13].

YouÕre right; the word ÒGodÓ doesnÕt
appear in the Constitution, but it doesnÕt
mean we have a ÒGodless ConstitutionÓ
as claimed. ÒDemocracyÓ doesnÕt appear
in the Constitution either, and weÕre not
anti-democratic. Constitutionally speak-
ing, weÕre a republic and not a democra-
cy. In addition, God is the theme on the
reverse of the Great Seal of the United
States. Look at the back of the $1 bill, left
side; hear the symbolic definitions
explained to the 1782 Continental Con-
gress who made it our symbol to the
world.

The letter introduced in the 1787
treaty of Tripoli was made by John
Adams, but it didnÕt tell the whole story.
Said treaty was AmericaÕs first appease-
ment treaty, a pattern for Neville Cham-
berlainÕs 1938 Munich Pact. Chamber-
lain sold out to Nazi fanatics. Adams sold
out to Babary fanatics. Chamberlain
betrayed the democracies of Eastern
Europe; Adams betrayed his Christian
belief in Article 11 of his treaty. It was a
ruse to persuade the Muslims we werenÕt
like the Spanish Christians who drove
them out of Southern Spain ... We paid
extortion money and war ships. Cham-
berlain paid chunks of Czechoslovakia;
both nations got war for their appease-
ment: England 1939, America 1801.
Chamberlain resigned in disgrace and
Adams repented.  AmericaÕs intervention
saved England, and the U.S. Marines
saved us: Ò... to the shores of Tripoli.Ó

A silver dollar will be minted this year

to honor the CorpsÕ 230th Anniversary;
on it, two wonderful mottos Ñ the
MarinesÕ and AmericaÕs, Semper Fidelias,
In God We Trust!

Gary Taylor
Fayetteville

Swift Boats embarrass again
On March 19, I took a chance that even

John Kerry shied away from. I confronted
some of the liars associated with the Swift
Boat Veterans for (what they call) Truth.
You know, that group is now going after
the AARP.

Every three years, Texas Tech holds a
symposium on all aspects of the Vietnam
War. This year, because the Swift Vets
wanted to present a panel, I was asked to
form one from KerryÕs old organization,
Vietnam Veterans Against the War
(VVAW), with which I worked for four
years and about which I have written a
completed manuscript.

The director of TTUÕs Vietnam Center, a
conservative retired military officer, always
tries to maintain balance in the symposia,
so he needed something to counterbal-
ance the Swift Vets. He already had balanc-
ing panels of Vietnamese. Some were
refugees who had to flee because they sup-
ported us. A featured speaker fought with
the North Vietnamese Army ...

The Swift Vets put on a slipshod, angry
and ugly show. We followed them. Many in
the audience congratulated us on our pro-
fessionalism and told me the comparison
between the panels turned some highly
conservative heads. You can see both pan-
els for yourself because TTU is putting
them online, uncut, in streaming video ...

The Swift Vets have turned veterans of
an old war against each other and
reopened rifts between us when we are
embroiled in a new war and need to come
together as a nation.

The Vietnamese showed the Americans
up. Big time.

Nancy Saunders
Durham

The tourist attraction
I notice with interest the cityÕs inten-

tion of turning Bill and Hillary ClintonÕs
old Fayetteville home on California
Drive into a Òtourist attraction.Ó The
city Ôburgertax folks estimate 20,000
visitors a year, which will be good con-
sidering there is no parking. Presum-
ably, the visitors will arrive via Mayor
CoodyÕs trail system.

Also envisioned, as I understand it,
is a small Ògift shopÓ with Hillary for
Prez buttons and such. In view of the
fact that, before the ClintonÕs moved in,
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Swanson lived
there; and in view of the fact that Mr.
Swanson invented the TV chicken din-
ner; and in view of the fact that Mrs.
Swanson (Roberta Fulbright) was a
younger sister of the late Sen. J. W. Ful-
bright, I would respectfully recom-
mend that said gift shop also offer a
nice selection of Swanson chicken pies
and dinners and a catalog of Fulbright
books be available. Let it be noted that
a book about Roberta FulbrightÕs moth-
er titled ÒRobertaÓ is available through
the University of Arkansas Press.

Allan Gilbert
Fayetteville
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